
Well May and June FLEW by! Year end class trips included Explore’s White Otter Castle canoe trip, the grade 8 Fine Arts 

trip to Winnipeg, the grade 6’s trip to Thunder Bay, the grade 3’s trip to Blue Lake and more!  

We hope that all of our students have a GREAT summer holiday!  We will see everyone back to school on Tuesday, Au-

gust 30th! 

Don’t forget to stay connected and up to date by joining our Facebook group and checking our website frequently!  

Both were new this year, and  both were incredibly successful in posting announcements, sharing photos, and creating a 

fun community where we could all see what was going on over the school year.  Please feel free to share the links below! 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/openroadspublicschool/
http://openroads.kpdsb.on.ca/


Students in Ms. Thingstad’s grade two class and Mrs. McCready’s JK/SK class took part in a Fort 

McMurray freezie fundraiser which a classroom parent hosted!  The freezies were sold for $1, and 

each student received one for a total of $45 raised :) 

Not only did the students enjoy their freezie’s, they 

also got to learn about fundraising and helping  

others! 



This year our Terry Fox activities took place in May, and we had a great day!  We started out with a 

school-wide soccer game, with students from JK to grade 8 playing against “Team Terry”, made up 

of staff and community members.  Later on that day the Terry Fox walk took place, with the entire 

school beginning the walk together and then choosing the appropriate distance to walk based on 

age.    The weather was cold, snowy and windy, but these activities still took place as we channeled 

our inner Terry and persevered, as he himself did in all the elements.  In reality, the crazy weather        

actually made the soccer game and walk MORE fun! 

Thank you to our students and families for all of their hard work 

fundraising - our school raised $2,099.35 for the Terry Fox Founda-

tion!  

Students on Team Open 

Roads cheered on their   

teammates from the sidelines 

as the snow came down and 

the scores built up! 





Everyone got into the spirit of the game, even the Dryden Fire-

fighters who brought one of their firetrucks by to add even more 

excitement to the game! 



Some students walked all the way downtown in the wind 

and snow, while holding both of the ORS banners! 



Explore students continued their fundraising efforts towards purchasing new canoes when they planted 20,000 trees during 

an overnight stay at Aaron Park!  Their hard work paid off as they made a little over $3000.00 (and those who have planted 

trees before know that it really is HARD work!).  Each year the students go on their annual White Otter Castle canoe camping 

trip, so by purchasing our own canoes, less money needs to be spent each year on equipment rentals. 







Our school was extremely excited and fortunate to have been chosen by Dingwall Ford to 

take part in their “Drive 4UR Community” event in May!  For each person who test drove a 

vehicle, our school received $20.  Our goal was to break a new record by getting over 300 

drivers, and we reached that goal with 304 drivers!  The day was made even better when 

Ford Canada announced that they would also match whatever was raised in the “Drive 4UR 

Community” events that took place across Canada that day, and donate that money to 

the Fort McMurray crisis.  In total, over $500,000 was donated :)  We had a blast with our 

mascots and pompoms on the side of the road, and Madame Lundstrom brought in the test 

drivers with her expert skills on the bullhorn! Explore and Fine Arts also held a BBQ and raised 

$1000.00, which they split for their different fundraising projects.  



Between our two mascots and Madame Lundstrom 

the cars kept rolling in!  Before our event, Dingwall 

Ford had never even reached close to 300 drivers at 

any of their previous “Drive 4UR Community” events! 







Intermediate students once again took part in this 

years tennis tournament, which was held at New Pro-

spect School! While the teams unfortunately didn’t 

make it to finals, they played competitive games and 

really enjoyed their day! Thank you to Mr. Cortens for 

being a great tennis coach again this year :) 



Intermediate soccer players took to the fields at the tournament held at New 

Prospect School.  They battled all day against the other teams, securing a 

strong second place finish overall!  The weather was beautiful, and the team 

had a great day - also thank you to Coach Kennedy! 



Following the Intermediate tournament was the Junior tournament.  Our Junior 

Wolves played hard, and earned first place in the tournament!  They enjoyed 

the day out on the soccer field, and thank you to Coach Hyatt and Coach 

Remillard! 



Grade 6, 7 and 8 Fine Arts students performed their Spring play, 

“Family Time” during the month of May.  The school children are 

looking forward to summer holidays, except for Marty whose 

mom has “boring plans”.  We join Marty on an emotional journey, 

as he learns a few lessons about what is really important in life.  

The grade 6 cast performed one night, and the grade 7/8 cast 

the next.  The performances were outstanding, with the audi-

ence laughing and crying!  





Each year, Ms. Hron’s grade one class hosts a Sport Show as part of 

their Structures and Mechanisms unit and their Community unit in So-

cial Studies!  Each group is responsible for creating their “town”, and 

in that town they have buildings (such as hospitals, Walmart and 

even the Patricia Inn!), vehicles, parks and recreation, etc.  In addi-

tion to building their towns, they have representatives to greet guests,  

hand out town flags, treats, and very detailed brochures with all kinds 

of information about the town, including why it is the best town to vis-

it!  It is a TON of work and the Sport Show is always a highlight of the 

year for both the students and the visitors! 



Representatives explain why their towns are 

the best place to visit! Each student had a 

name tag, and would greet you as soon as 

you went to their town.  Snacks and drinks 

were even provided!  





Getting a new appreciation for what Explore students do to get to White 

Otter Castle! 
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Bison Safari at Fort Whyte Alive! 

Bannock and tea after canoeing!  

Getting ready to watch 

Richard III at 

Shakespeare in the 

ruins! 



Fun at the Goldeye’s baseball game! 



On top of the 
Human Rights 

Museum!  

The Big Boom Theory 3 dinner theatre! 







Learning how to make bannock! 









Fishing Fun!!! 



The highlight of the year for grade 8 Explore students is always the White 

Otter Castle trip!  Students have to portage into the location, carrying 

all their supplies, as well as their canoes!  The three day trip is the culmi-

nation of lots of preparation, including successfully completing a swim-

ming course at the Dryden Pool, and also learning how to properly and 

safely use a canoe, which is also done initially at the Dryden Pool.  It’s a 

one-of-a-kind class trip that is unique to our school, and as you can tell 

from the photos, it’s an amazing trip and a new experience! 



Ms. Ferriolo’s grade 4/5 class took on a special 

project at the end of the year.  Their “Make a Dif-

ference” campaign saw them planning projects 

on how they could make a difference to individ-

uals in their community.  There were a variety of 

“M.A.D.” projects executed, from helping neigh-

bours clean their yard, fundraising for Fort 

McMurray families, volunteering, planting flowers 

at the school, and much more!  The students re-

alized how much these small acts of kindness im-

pacted those that they helped, and that they 

could make a difference to others. 

Ms. Ferriolo and her class were very surprised and 

excited to later receive a letter from M.P. Robert 

Nault, commending them on the positive impact 

they had on the community!  It was a wonderful 

way to wrap up the project, and the school 

year :) 



On Wednesday, June 22nd we celebrated the graduation of our grade 8 students!  The 

gym was decorated beautifully, our grads looked great, and the evening was perfect.  

While we are very sad to see our students moving on to High School, we are excited for 

them and their new endeavors as they move on!  The students danced to “Celebration” 

to end the dance that night :) 

School Attendance Award:  Ethan Napish                              Top Athlete Female Award:  Madison Lambert            

French Award:  Kaitlyn Hillier                                                      Sportmanship Male Award:  Tristan Mineault 

Aboriginal Language Award:  Gage Pitchenese                    Top Athlete Male:  Koen Taylor 

Technology Award:  Darion Breeze                                           Principal Award for Leadership: Tristan Mineault 

Fine Arts Music Award:  Emily Cook                                            Perseverance Award:  Riley Brown 

Fine Arts Visual Arts Award:  Carly Waller                                  Citizenship Award:  Autumn Langford 

Fine Arts Drama Award:  Chris Maua                                         Most Improved Student Award:    Izaiah Ambridge-Bell   

Explore Sports Award:  Greg Mol                                                All-Around Student Award:  Collin Lapointe 

Explore Outdoor Education Award:  Drea Sinclair                   Highest Academic Award:  Tristan Mineault 

Explore Arts Award:  Kira Nelson  

Peace Gardens Leadership Award:  Katilyn Edison                         

Sportmanship Female Award:  Taylor Pogson  



This year, as some of you may know, the Eco Team has been working towards becoming EcoSchools certified.   The last time this 

was done at Open Roads School was in 2012.  The Eco Team worked very hard to put into place all of the requirements of the 

program and keep it going throughout the entire year to try and make our school a greener place!  The team efforts were a  

success as our school was awarded an Ontario EcoSchools Bronze seal - way to go Eco Team! 



This wraps up another fabulous school year!  I hope 

all of our families and students have a wonderful 

summer!! 


