Open Roads School
April Newsletter

Another month flew by here at Open Roads School! During that time, a lot took place (as you’ll see
when you read the newsletter!). It’s hard to believe that another school year is almost over, and it’s
incredible to look back on the year and see all the events and opportunities that our students took
part in. With a month and a half left to go, we are showing no signs of slowing down!! Make sure you
follow our Facebook group to stay on top of what is going on :D

https://www.facebook.com/groups/openroadspublicschool/
For any new families to our school, please feel free to add me as a friend on Facebook if you would
like - many parents find it convenient to send messages when they are unable to use a phone :) You’ll
find me under the name “kpdsb holly bastable” :D

April was a tricky month weather wise….we were excited to see all of the snow melt, only to get it all back near the
end of the month!! The snowstorm had busses going home early one day, and also had bus cancellations the following
day, but the snowstorm didn’t stop all of the fun! Mr. Tremonti and some of his classes headed outside with shovels
and the parachute, and made the most of the last leg of winter!

How true!!!

Shane Robinson (Mrs. Darling's dad), has been carving soapstone he finds in
our region for about 30 years. Through Artist in Residence (AIRe), we hired
him to come and pass on some of his skills to the Grade 6 and 8 FA kids and
the 6/7 Explore class. Using rasps, the students have begun chipping away a
block of soapstone to create a whale's tail. It was a really cool experience!

CAMO AND BLAZE
ORANGE DAY!

Our brand new salad bar is off to an amazing start!! Students
get to enjoy fresh, local produce (not store bought) and have
their choice of several homemade dressings. Thank you to Ms.
Ferriolo and Mrs. McKillop for organizing the salad bar (and
securing the funding), and a huge thank you to our parent
volunteers, Mrs. Letkeman and Mrs. Millar, we couldn’t do it
without you!

Earlier in the month,
Mr. Cortens took music
lessons outside, as the
grade 8 Explore class
learned
some
new
drumming and rhythm
skills - and also caught
some rays of sunshine
at the same time!

Students were treated to our annual Spring Feast
during the month of April! As we have such a large
school, the Feast is split into two days, and over those
two days the entire school gets to enjoy the delicious
meal. This wouldn’t be possible without our Parents for
Kids Committee, so THANK YOU!!!

Having fun waiting in line at
the SPRING FEAST!

Students had fun during our annual Spring Dance
(although with the weather, we should have
re-named it the Winter Dance!!). Here,
students turned on the lights for a group shot!

A small group of primary students were the lucky recipients to take part in a special group at Dryden
High School! The group is called Power Up—and it is a chance to look forward to future leaders within
KPDSB. The students had DHS mentors providing some 1 on 1 time with each student.
Maya Oversby and Kaitlyn Durance taught dance and movement skills, the grade 10 cosmetology class
worked on face painting skills, and the students worked with the cultural cooking class to do some
healthy cooking. It was a very fun day, and the group looks forward to meeting again in the future!

Science North once again visited our school for two days, and as usual, students loved the interactive
experiments and learning that took place! The highlight of the Science North visit is always the school
wide assembly. Some lucky students were chosen to participate in a variety of demonstrations. We
look forward to Science North visiting us again next school year!

On Thursday April 20th, Churchill High School students travelled all of the way from Thunder Bay to
put on a wonderful music concert for our school! The concert was performed by Churchill’s Junior and
Senior bands led by music directors, Ms. Hru and Mr. Pepe. Both directors explained how lucky we are
to have such a wonderful building to learn in. They also expressed how attentive and polite our
students were during the concert. We were all very captivated by Churchill’s upbeat, catchy tunes –
they kept us grooving, singing and tapping our toes for the whole show!

The grade 8FA students received a grant from the provincial government called “Speak Up!” They
decided to create a “Find Your Passion” project where they provide fun and unique experiences for
younger students at our school. Their hope is that each student finds something that they are
passionate about! Ms. Ferriolo’s grade 4 class and Mrs. Arsenault’s grade 3 class have taken part in the
project so far. 1/3 of the students participated in a craft and hands on science activity, another 1/3 of
the students were baking macaroons in the student kitchen, and the final 1/3 of the class was taking a
yoga class instructed by Gina Nikolic (a parent of one of our grade 8FA students and a certified yoga
instructor). We look forward to seeing what classes get to take part next!

Cleaning up after making macaroons!!

